Robert Piéchaud

The Rover

after Henry David Thoreau’s
A Week on the Concord & Merrimack Rivers

for wind quintet
(2015, rev. 2016)

with the conclusive song
“All Things are Current Found”
for mezzo soprano,
and its alternate
instrumental version

Concert pitch score




Instrumentation

Flute: flute in C / flute contralto in G / piccolo

Oboe : oboe / English horn

Clarinet : clarinet in Bb / clarinet piccolo* in Eb / bass clarinet (down to concert pitch low Bb)
French Horn (double)

Bassoon (“basson” or “fagott”)

Voice** (mezzo soprano)

Score sounds as written (only piccolo sounds an octave higher).

All literary excerpts, including the poem “All Things are Cutrent Found”, come from Henry David Thoreau’s 4 Week on
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers (1849).

Duration: ca. 15

Commisioned by and dedicated to the Kalais Wind Quintet (Reykjavik).

Premiered at Dark music Days Festival on Jan. 30, 2016, by Kalais Wind Quintet
and Jill Alessandra McCoy, mezzo soprano.

Revised in June 2016.

(*) The piccolo clarinet is only required in the first movement. The Bb clarinet can also be used instead.

(**) The vocal version of the last movement (All Things are Current Found) is preferably to pe performed. Use the
instrumental version only if no singer is available!



Concert pitch score

I - A short departure celebration
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lower down the stream to wave us a last farewell...”
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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I - A short departure celebration
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Score (concert pitch)

Flauto contralto
in Sol

Oboe

Clarinetto in Sib

Corno in Fa

Fagotto

II - The current of our dreams

Andante con moto (-h = J =

“Gradually the village murmur subsided,

and we seemed to be embarked on the placid

current of our dreams...”
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(*) : The delicate ostinato pp-ppp dynamics must be carefully balanced amongst the instruments.
(**): Circular breathing should be ideally used in this section to match the very long phrases.
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II - The current of onr dreams
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1I - The current of our dreams
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1I - The current of our dreams
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1I - The current of our dreams
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1I - The current of our dreams
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1I - The current of our dreams
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I1I - Night birds (Thoreau’s nightmare)

Score (concert pitch) “Oune sailor was visited in his dreams this
night by the Evil Destinies, and all those
?:;;% Misterioso ( J ~84) powers that are hostile to human life...”
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(*): The G.P. duration should be long enough, and somewhat unpredictable throughout the movement (silence between night
bird songs and calls, and other nocturnal sounds...)
(**): The character of this movement being mostly homorhythmic, the best precision is required.
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T - Night birds (Thoreau’s nightmare)
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T - Night birds (Thoreau’s nightmare)
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T - Night birds (Thoreau’s nightmare)
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T - Night birds (Thoreau’s nightmare)
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Score

Flauto

Oboe

Clarinetto in Sib

Corno in Fa

(concert pitch)

Adagio, molto sereno (J =46)

IV - Mist and fog

“In the morning the river and adjacent
country were covered with a dense fog,
through which the smofke of our fire curled

up like a still subtiler mist...”
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IV - Mist and fog
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IV - Mist and fog
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IV - Mist and fog
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IV - Mist and fog
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IV - Mist and fog
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Voice

Flauto

Corno inglese

Clarinetto in Sib

Corno in Fa

Fagotto

V - All things

are current found To il

“The last vestiges of daylight at length
disappeared, and as we rowed silently along with
our backs toward home through the darkness, we

had little to say, but sat absorbed in thought, or
in silence listened to the monotonons sound of our
oars, and the valley echoed the sound to the
stars...”

“Two herons, with their long and slender limbs relieved against
the sky, were seen travelling high over our heads...”

Lento recitativo. Semplicemente ( J =56)
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V- All things are current found
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V- All things are current found
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V- All things are current found
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V- All things are current found

All’improvviso
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(*) Stuff a piece of cloth into the liebesfuss.
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V.b - All things are current found

(instrumental version)

“The last vestiges of daylight at length
disappeared, and as we rowed silently along with
our backs toward home through the darkness, we

had little to say, but sat absorbed in thought, or
in silence listened to the monotonons sound of our
oars, and the valley echoed the sound to the
stars...”

“Two herons, with their long and slender limbs relieved against
the sky, were seen travelling high over our heads...”

Al things are current found on earthly ground,
Spirits and elements have their descents.
Night and day, year on year,

High and low, far and near,

These are our own aspects,

These are our own regrets!

Ye gods of the shore

Who abide evermore,

I see your far headland

Stretch-ing on either hand;

I hear the sweet evening sounds

From your undecaying grounds;

Cheat me no more with time!

Take me to your clime.

Lento recitativo. Semplicemente
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Vb - All things are current found (instrumental)

(

q Don
Q
(Y
Al [ | [ | I
q
FL 7o \\\0 QL
. | \ Y]
& < 1 N & 1)
. 113 &
# ] W -~ N Wn
i N N L]
|
~d w
o™ v Mz
\\t <
Pani > FLU L
Lu < L _o/< ev
. [
W 18
= 1 ~g 1
Al &g &g
ﬁwu\/ @u_ev @u\/ an |
<D L ¥ ) O )
BR s
S S S

\

[ YR
\
iy
_= "
_ »
=
e i BN i "
‘INTTe
NI
j.=
L
‘.Ruv-
i iRl
]
o
~d ~4
S 1%
S el W & W
XX
<
- A
™
-
q A. A~d
€ NP A e @8
J O S

39



Vb - All things are current found (instrumental)
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Un pochino animando
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Vb - All things are current found (instrumental)
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F.

C. Ingl.

CL Sib

Cor. Fa

Fag.
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C. Ingl.

ClL Sib

Cor. Fa
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Vb - All things are current found (instrumental)
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(*) Stuff a piece of cloth into the liebesfuss.

(**) Stuff a piece of cloth into the upper joint



